Accessing VA Health Care for
Recently Deployed Veterans

Any Military Service Member that desires to initiate VA Health care and has recently returned from military deployment to Iraq or Afghanistan should initiate the following;

- Bring your DD-214 from the most recent deployment to any VA Medical center Eligibility Office to sign up for health care -
Go to www.va.gov and press “Locations” to find a VA Medical Center near you.

Take your DD-214 to the Eligibility Office to enroll for care and then ask to speak to the OEF/OIF Team. 
Every VA Medical Center in the U.S. has an OEF/OIF Team to assist newly returning veterans. They will be glad to assist.
Then request assistance regarding physician’s appointments, post-deployment screenings and consultations.
Many VA Medical Centers in the U.S. have an Emergency Room that is available on a 24/7 basis for immediate mental health or physical health needs.

- The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) of 2008 states that Combat Veterans are eligible for free medical care from Veterans Administration for a 5-year period following separation fromrecent combat tours in Iraq or Afghanistan -
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- Useful Web Links for Assistance -

Operation Enduring Freedom / Operation Iraqi Freedom (OEF/OIF) Home http://www.oefoif.va.gov/
Transitioning from Combat to Home

http://www.behavioralhealth.army.mil/battlemind/WRAIR_Battlemind_Training_I_Brochure_Final.pdf
National Center for Post-traumatic Stress Disorder
http://www.ncptsd.va.gov/ncmain/index.jsp
Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependents

http://www1.va.gov/opa/vadocs/fedben.pdf



